American Harp Society Foundation
Founded in 1993, the American Harp Society Foundation provides a legacy for the
future of the American Harp Society. Each of the 19 funds within the Foundation
is designated for a specific purpose. Only a portion of the interest/gains is given for
each award and scholarship, thereby creating and building an endowment to ensure
the funds and their growth in perpetuity. https://www.harpfoundationahs.org/
In 1990, a small group of lifelong AHS members (Sally Maxwell, Dr. Burton Adams,
Jack Nebergall, Wenonah Govea, Ruth Papalia, and Dorothy Remsen) of the AHS
foresaw the potential of housing large donations and scholarship funds for the
American Harp Society in a separate organization. It was their objective to hold the
funds where they could grow and be used only for the purpose intended by the
original donors. For 27 years these funds have been used to award scholarship funds
for college students, the Grandjany Memorial award for young professional harpists,
supporting the AHS in funding its national competition, Music Education auditions,
special projects, and funding high school students attending summer harp camps.
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It is an honor to come before you today as the President of the
American Harp Society Foundation. The mission of the American
Harp Society, Inc. is to celebrate our legacy, inspire excellence, and
empower the next generation of harpists.
The American Harp Society Foundation, as defined in our By-Laws,
is a nonprofit, public benefit corporation of the State of Oregon,
organized exclusively for charitable, educational and scientific
purposes, including, for such purposes, the making of distributions to
organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under Section
501(c)(3), as a “supporting organization”, within the meaning of and
as used in Section 509(a)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, and more
specifically a Type III organization.

The Foundation oversees and administers the following funds:
Anne Adams Awards Fund
Karl Carlson Award Fund
Grandjany Memorial Fund
Grandjany Prize Fund
Inez Stafford Award Fund
Kathrin Fouse Award Fund
Kathleen Bundock Moore
Memorial Scholarship Fund
Kids for Camp Award (pass-through)
Lucien Thomson Music Education Fund
Lucile Jennings Fund

Lucile Lawrence Fund
Maxwell-Calkins Fund
Mildred Biehn Johnson Fund
Nebergall Award Fund
Prix Renié Fund
Remsen Fund
Rosenbloom/Malone Prize Fund
Weiger Lepke-Sims Family Composition
Award for Sacred Music Fund
Wickersham Award Fund

American Harp Society Foundation Awards 2020
Originally scheduled to take place at Roosevelt University’s Chicago
College of Performing Arts in Chicago, both the Anne Adams Awards
auditions and the Grandjany Memorial Competition were converted to an
online format.
On May 21, 2020, repertoire lists were sent to nine finalists for the Anne
Adams Awards, and each candidate uploaded a video for the judges to
view.
A similar process took place on May 22, 2020 for the Grandjany Memorial
Competition.
All the competitors were successful in presenting their videos, which were
viewed only once by the judges, in order to keep the competition as close
as possible to the live experience.

2020 Anne Adams Awards Competition
Three scholarship awards of $2,000 each were given to the winners, thanks to the generous support
from the Anne and Dr. Burton Adams, Sally Maxwell/Doris Calkins, and the Doris E. Nebergall
Funds. Lyon & Healy, an integral sponsor of this competition since its inception, provided a gift
certificate to each of the three winners and will honor them with a permanent plaque displayed in
the Lyon & Healy showroom.
The winners are Kaitlin Miller, student of Prof. Jaymee Haefner, University of North Texas, Juan
Riveros, student of Prof. Yolanda Kondonassis, The Cleveland Institute of Music, and Claire
Thai, student of Prof. Elizabeth Hainen, The Curtis Institute of Music. Heather Cornelius,
student of Prof. Kathy Kienzle, University of Minnesota Twin Cities, earned an honorable
mention.
Judges for this competition were Dr. Jeffrey Parsons (Corvallis, OR), Robert Sutter (Chicago, IL),
and Prof. Marguerite Lynn Williams (Chicago, IL).

Kaitlin Miller

Juan Riveros
2020 Anne Adams Award Winners

Claire Thai

Grandjany Memorial Competition
The Grandjany Memorial Competition, created to encourage the
performance and appreciation of the works of Marcel Grandjany, was held
on May 22, 2020, using an online format. Hannah Cope Johnson,
student of Prof. Jessica Zhou at The New England Conservatory of
Music, was named the winner. Established in 1979 by the American Harp
Society Board, and funded by Marcel Grandjany’s son Bernard, the $5,000
award has been supplemented by bequests from Mary Wheeler and
Hermine Herbring.
Judges for this competition were Robert Sutter (Chicago, IL), Andrea
Mumm (Charlotte, NC), and Courtney Hershey Bress (Lakewood, CO).

2020 Grandjany Memorial Winner: Hannah Cope Johnson

The Kathy Bundock Moore Memorial Scholarship

The Kathy Bundock Moore Memorial Scholarship was awarded to
Grace Havel of Denver, Colorado, a student of Barbara Weiger
Lepke-Sims at Colorado Christian University. The $2,000 scholarship
honors Dr. Kathy Bundock Moore and, recognizing her wish, is
awarded to an undergraduate enrolled in a music program with a
specialization in harp at a Colorado college or university.

The Kathy Bundock Moore Memorial Scholarship Winner: Grace Havel

Testimonies from Competitors Highlight the Value
“…I have learned such valuable skills and can already see how much I have
grown as a musician through this process.”
“…This competition not only helped motivate me to improve my playing during
a difficult time, but provided programming that helped take my memorization
skills, technique, tone, attention to details, (among others) to the next level.”
“…Thank you so much for the [judging sheets] feedback! It is super helpful!”
“…I learned a lot from the process of preparing and competing, and I'm
grateful for all the work you did to make that possible.”
“…I was very excited when I found out that the competition would still be held
virtually despite the pandemic. Thank you for working out the details to make
that happen… I really enjoyed working on the music, and it was a privilege to
play it in the competition.”

Lasting Legacy of Foundation Success Stories
The Foundation website https://www.harpfoundationahs.org/ lists all of
its previous competition winners. We encourage all to peruse this
impressive compilation. Many of our country’s principal chair orchestra
harpists and professors in the most significant conservatories and colleges
were former winners of our competitions.
This year’s finalists and winners were extraordinary given the added
challenges of the pandemic and online competition, all of them bringing
forward first-rate performances. We applaud all of them, their teachers,
and their families. With the help from the American Harp Society
Foundation and the American Harp Society, these young musicians have
become our future harp leaders and ambassadors, making us proud and
giving us hope in the greater world of music.

Current State of the Foundation

American Harp Society Foundation
Secure Investments Yield Impressive Gains over 27 Years
Under the masterful professional management by Randall Collis, of Merrill
Lynch, and with the generosity of our harp community, the initial
investments of $440,125 have grown steadily to $694,805, even
considering the 2008 Recession. Clearly the founders of our organization
made wise structural and financial decisions. The American Harp Society
Foundation is a secure investment for the betterment of the harp world.
With continued loyalty and passion from harpists, the Foundation, working
with the American Harp Society, should be able to advance the art of the
harp and have a significant impact for many generations of future harpists.
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